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emphasis on critical analysis, historical 
inquiry and original thinking. As a result, our 
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Strategic relationship with 
King’s College London



8 9



10

Campus

The Courtauld’s undergraduate 
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Why study 
          art history? 
Art History — which embraces the study 
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Each year you will take a combination of 
required and optional modules totalling 
120 credits, with the whole degree 
equalling 360 credits. The first year will 
establish solid foundations in the subject 
through modules that introduce you to a 
range of periods, places, and methods, 
with classes taught in London’s art 
collections. You will also pick a modern 
language to study.

In the second year, you will take two core 
modules. One explore works of art as
physical objects (Physical Histories) 
and the other examines the role that 
museums, galleries and exhibitions play 
in society (Exhibiting Art). Alongside 
these, a range of optional modules 
are offered, exploring different art 
histories and critical approaches, as 
well as some electives through the Arts 
and Humanities departments at King’s 
College London and the King’s Modern 
Language Centre. 

In your final year, you will be able to 
express preferences for Special Options 
and further electives and will also pursue 
your own research project, culminating 
in a dissertation. We will accommodate 
your choice wherever possible, keeping 
in mind the value we place on research-
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led teaching in small seminar groups 
of twelve to fifteen students. You will 
be supported throughout your degree 
by a personal tutor who will meet with 
you regularly to discuss your work 
and progress, assist you in selecting 
appropriate modules and offer guidance 
in your future plans. 

The degree is assessed by a range of 
methods, including coursework, exams 
and a final-year dissertation. 

Degree progression and assessment: 

• You must pass your first year to 
progress to the second year with a pass 
mark of 40%.
• The second year counts towards 40% of 
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Year two 

The second year is designed to help 
you develop your skills in critical 
thinking and extend your detailed 
knowledge of particular art historical 
periods and themes. 

Core module � Physical Histories  
(15 credits):  
Physical Histories is a pioneering module 
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Entry 
         requirements

The Courtauld’s BA History of Art 
is open to all those with a passion 
for the role art plays in the world 
around us. You don’t need to have 
studied Art History at school to 
apply; we welcome students with 
a broad range of qualifications.
While the following describes 
the standard entry requirements, 
please note that these are flexible, 
subject to applicants’ personal 
circumstances. 

You will be assessed on your 
academic potential as much 
as achievement. Your personal 

http://courtauld.ac.uk/widening-participation 
http://courtauld.ac.uk/widening-participation 
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Tuition fees 
For up-to-date information about 
fees, please check our website: 
courtauld.ac.uk/tuition-fees

Student finance 

http://courtauld.ac.uk/tuition-fees 
http://gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan  
http://gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan  
http://gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan  
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The Courtauld Library
Students have access to a 
significant collection of 200,000 
books, exhibition catalogues 
and journals focused on Art 
History and related subjects. 
The library also subscribes to 
millions of digitally published 
articles, e-books, image banks, 
and scholarly e-journals.

Librarians working at The 
Courtauld Library are 
available to help you find 
articles, chapters, paintings, 
photographs, drawings, 
manuscripts, material culture, 
and anything else that you are 
researching. They can guide you 
around citing and referencing 
your sources, and share tips on 
evaluating the quality of your 
research.

Academic 
resources and 
support

Senate House and King’s 
College London 
As a member of the University 
of London, you also have access 
to the prestigious Senate House 
Library, which offers study 
spaces, online resources, and 
books in addition to those which 
are freely accessible to you at 
Vernon Square. 

King’s College London offers 
additional resources and places 
to study including the Maughan 
Library, which supports the 
teaching and research interests 
of Humanities, Law and Science. 
Each of the King’s campus 
libraries are open to Courtauld 
students, as well as the King’s 
Online Library which gives 
you access to thousands of 
documentaries, films, and radio 
programmes. 

Digital resources 
You will be able to access the 
required readings for each of 
your courses online through the 
Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE). The library provides links 
to e-books, scholarly journals 
online, and scans of chapters from 
print books to help you prepare 
for each lecture and seminar. We 
have a range of subscriptions to 
journals and societies that publish 
articles on the history of art and 
architecture, conservation, and 
curation. 

Writing tutors  
The Royal Literary Fund Fellows 
are professional writers who 
offer one-to-one sessions where 
you can discuss all aspects of 
your writing, such as structuring 
an argument, making the essay 
clearer and improving style. The 
Fellows use their expertise in 
language and communication to 
help students develop their own 
voice and writing skills.  Writing 
tutors are available for individual 
appointments.

Developing your academic 
skills
Enhance your course work 
through our Academic Literacies 
module, which is available to first 
year students to ensure that your 
academic skills are developed 
alongside your subject expertise.

Specialist tutor for disabled 
students 
Our specialist study skills tutor, 
available throughout your studies, 
helps students with specific 
learning difficulties, and can 
help you apply for the Disabled 
Students’ Allowance (DSA). They 
also support neurodiverse and 
disabled students with exploring 
study skills strategies and 
appropriate assistive technology.
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Student stories

The social aspect of university life 
is also crucial, and I am grateful 
to have met so many amazing 
people throughout my time at The 
Courtauld. Through societies and 
social events run by the Students’ 
Union, I got to know the people 
with whom I am now the closest. 
Being an international student, 
making myself at home in London 
was something that was important 
for me and my mental well-being. 
With the strong bond among 
international students, living in 
London was not only exciting but 
also felt like home, where I feel 
safe and taken care of.

George
First year student

My first year at The Courtauld has 
been an invaluable experience. 
The newly-designed course 
covering a wide range of 
geographical regions and periods 
allowed me to encounter areas 
I wouldn’t have on my own. The 
modules challenge students and 
prompt them to explore, research 
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The Courtauld Careers 
Programme 
The Courtauld Careers Programme 
is a comprehensive careers 
education programme designed 
to help students to explore their 
career options, receive practical 
tips from and network with alumni 
and employers, and develop 
their employability skills. The 
programme consists of a wide 
variety of events, including: 

•	 Panel sessions with alumni in a 
range of careers 

•	 Talks by recruitment and 
careers professionals 

•	 Employability skills workshops 
on a range of topics, including 
career management, interview 
techniques and networking 

All students are encouraged 
to attend the events which 
benefit them most. Those who 
demonstrate commitment to 
their personal and professional 
development by attending either 
five one-to-one careers guidance 
appointments or five careers 
events, or through a combination 
of these, are invited to an exclusive 
alumni networking event. This 
gives them the opportunity to 
meet a wide range of alumni 
and build valuable professional 
contacts. Each year, students are 
able to secure work opportunities 
through attending this event. 
Other events offered outside of 
the programme include workshops 
with employers or sector leaders, 
and access to events offered by 
other university career services 
in London - for example, talks 
pr



Alumni 
             spotlight

Harry Hutchison  
(BA 2006)
Harry Hutchinson is the 
Director of Aicon Gallery 
in New York, which 



http://courtauld.ac.uk/students-union  
http://courtauldian.com
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The Research Forum delivers 
an extensive programme in-
detail of lectures, conferences, 
workshops, artist talks, seminars, 
Gallery lates, and online and 
digital publications supporting 
advanced inquiry into the 
History of Art, Conservation and 
Curating. 

Hosting around 150 events per 
year, the varied programme 
covers periods and themes 
in art, visual culture, and its 
history. Recent event series 
include ‘Buddhist Heritage and 
Conservation in Sri Lanka’, and 
‘Fuseli and the Graphic Body’.

The programme provides 
undergraduate students with 

http://courtauld.ac.uk/research 
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The Courtauld  
   Collection
As a student at The Courtauld, you will 
have unrivalled access to The Courtauld 
Gallery which is home to one of the 
greatest art collections in the UK. 

The Gallery, based in historic Somerset 
House, is most famous for its collection 
of Impressionist and Post-impressionist 
works – including masterpieces such as 
Van Gogh’s Self-Portrait with Bandaged 
Ear, Manet’s A Bar at the Folies-Bergère 
and the most significant collection 
of works by Cézanne in the UK. The 
collection has remarkable works ranging 
from the Medieval and Renaissance 
periods to the present day, including an 
internationally renowned collection of 
prints and drawings, and an important 
holding of decorative arts. 

The permanent collection sits alongside 
an exciting programme of temporary 
exhibitions which showcase works 
by internationally renowned artists in 
focussed exhibitions. Recent exhibitions 
have included 

http://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery 
http://hotocollections.courtauld.ac.uk 
http://hotocollections.courtauld.ac.uk 
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Courtauld Learning 			
    Programme
Our Learning Team deliver an extensive 
programme of free workshops, projects, 
events, and resources for a wide and 
diverse range of audiences. These 
include schools, young people (16-18 
year olds), families, community groups 
and English Language Learners. 

Our online and in-person programmes 
bring art history, conservation, and 
curating to life and invite participants 
to share their own experience and 
knowledge with us. We believe everyone 
should have the chance to realise their 
potential irrespective of social, financial 
or personal circumstances. Through our 
Schools Programme, we work closely 
with students and teachers in non-
selective state schools and colleges 
across the UK, free of charge. Our 
ambition is to transform access to
art history education, and ensuring that
as many people as possible can 
benefit from gaining the tools to better 
understand the visual world around us.

In addition to our core Schools 
Programme, our Young People’s 
Programme offers 16-18 year olds from 
under-represented backgrounds free 
art history taster workshops, a week-
long Art History Summer University 
and other lively collaborative events 
covering a broad range of periods, 

geographies and themes in art history. 
Participants work with professional 
artists, curators, conservators, and art 
historians to explore our collections, 
uncover new research, work with new 
materials, and to debate, discuss and 
question different approaches to 
analysing, interpreting, and making 
art. The programme also provides an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
diverse career paths available to art 
history graduates and meet other young 
people interested in the visual arts.

For more information about the 
programme and our eligibility criteria, 
please see: courtauld.ac.uk/young-
people 

Our Learning Ambassador Programme 
and Student Talks Programme provide 
skills training for Courtauld students, 
and enable you to develop your 
confidence, skills and knowledge 
through shadowing and supporting 
our Learning programmes and/or 
delivering short talks to the public on 
works in the The Courtauld’s collection. 
For more information, please see: 
courtauld.ac.uk/take-part

http://courtauld.ac.uk/young-people  
http://courtauld.ac.uk/young-people  
http://courtauld.ac.uk/take-part 
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Accommodation Contact us

The Courtauld has partnered 
with King’s College London 
Residences and are able to 

http://courtauld.ac.uk/ug-virtual-open-day 
http://courtauld.ac.uk/ug-virtual-open-day 
http://courtauld.ac.uk/opendays 
http://courtauld.ac.uk 



