
 
 

General Regulations - Taught Postgraduate Degrees 
Academic Year 2019-2020 (last updated 14.11.2018) 

 
 
Introduction 
 
1 These Regulations are made subject to the Regulations for Students and the 

Regulations on Admission, Registration and Assessment. They apply all taught 
postgraduate degrees awarded to students at the Institute: 

 

 
Definition of terms 
 
2 course - a course is a prescribed form of teaching and study which is separately 

examined; 
 
degree programme - a degree programme is a combination of courses approved by 
the Institute for an individual student; 
 
completion of course - completion of a course must be understood to include taking 
the examination. 

 
Period of study 
 
3 Courses and the examinations associated with them shall be so organised as to fall 

into one or both of the following categories: 
 
3.1 a period of full-time study, the length of which shall be prescribed in the 

individual course regulations but which shall normally be not less than one 
academic year, the examinations being completed by the end of that period; 

 
4 The minimum length of the period of study is prescribed in the individual course 

Regulations, but at the start of the course or at a later stage the Institute may require 
individual students to pursue the course for a period longer than the minimum period 
prescribed in the Regulations. The Institute shall determine, subject to the provisions 
of the individual course Regulations, the method by which the student is examined. 

 
5 Where a candidate is pursuing a course extending over not less than one calendar 

year he/she may be allowed, at the discretion of the Institute and provided that the 
individual course Regulations so permit, to spend a maximum period of six months or, 
in the case of students pursuing a part-time course, an equivalent period, on project 
work under appropriate supervision at an organisation or institution approved by the 
Institute as having a function relevant and suitable to the field of study.  Normally 
candidates pursuing a course extending over a minimum of one academic year will 
be permitted to undertake the project work outside the Institute for no more than one 
month.   

 
Assessment 
 
6 Schemes of examinations shall be prescribed in individual course Regulations and 

shall include the submission of a significant piece of individual work in the form of an 
essay, report or dissertation, which may be based on a project or fieldwork. 

 



7 An essay/report/dissertation, where indicated in the scheme of examination, will be 
examined on one occasion only in each year and the date for submission 



 
 
 
Eligibility for the award of a degree 
 



Course Regulations for the degree of MA in the History of Art





4 Candidates must pass each component of the programme to be awarded the degree. 
 
5 These components are: 

 
Year One: three written examinations and assessment of overall performance 
including practical work by means of an oral examination. 
 
Year Two





 Strand 3: examination (3500 words, take-home); 

 Strand 4: assessed essay (3,000 words) (60%), presentation (20%), 2x15-minute 
class tests (10% each); 

 Strand 6: dissertation (10,000 words). 
 

All assessment have a maximum 5% tolerance upwards (excluding footnotes). If any 
assessment is over-length, the final over-length section will not be read. Dissertations 



Examples  
A final average of 59.50%-59.99% is a borderline  
A final average of 59.00%-59.49% is not a borderline  
iii) Assessment Boards will only classify students in the higher classification if  
the dissertation (or long essay) already falls in the higher classification. 

 
 
 
 
General Regulations for a Postgraduate or Graduate Diploma other than 
a diploma of the University of London 
 
Outline 
 
1 A Postgraduate or Graduate Diploma is awarded on the satisfactory completion, 

including formal examination, of a prescribed course of full-time study beyond the 
bachelor's degree level of at least one academic year or its equivalent. 

 
2 Courses and the examinations associated with them shall be so organised as to fall 

into one or both of the following categories: 
 

2.1 a period of full-time study, the length of which shall be prescribed in the 
individu



9 Candidates are bound by the Regulations in force at the time of their entry to the 
examination. 

 
10 To be eligible for the award of a diploma a candidate must satisfy the examiners in 

the examination prescribed for the course within a period of two years from the 
satisfactory completion of the prescribed period of study. This period of two years 
may be extended at the discretion of the Institute. 

 
11 Examiners shall have the discretion to award a mark of distinction to a candidate who 

has shown exceptional merit in the examination. 
12 A candidate shall enter the examination in accordance with the provisions of the 

individual course Regulations. Deferment of any part of the examination, including 
submission of the essay/dissertation, may be granted for reasons judged adequate in 
the particular case (normally illness or the death of a near relative) at the discretion of 
the appropriate Board of Examiners. Subject to such exemptions being granted, 
candidates will be informed of the marks they obtained in those elements in which 
they have been examined. 

 
13 If the essay, report or dissertation is otherwise adequate but requires minor 

amendments, the examiners may require the candidate to make within one month 
amendments specified by them and approved by them or one of their number 
nominated by them. 

 
14 If a candidate who has been examined in all elements of the examination or of part of 

the examination for which he/she has entered fails to satisfy the examiners, the 
examiners may determine that he/she may on re-entry be exempt from one or more 
of the following: one or more of the written papers, essay/report/dissertation, and 
assessment of coursework.  

 
15 A candidate who does not at his/her first attempt successfully complete the 

examination or part of an examination may, subject to the agreement of the 
appropriate Board of Examiners, attempt that examination on one further occasion. 
Such an attempt will be at the next following examination except where the Institute 
has granted permission for a candidate to defer the attempt until the examination in a 
subsequent year. The dates of the written examination and for the submission of an 
essay/report/dissertation shall be specified in the individual course Regulations. 

 
16 A candidate who is prevented owing to illness or the death of a near relative or other 

cause judged sufficient by the Board of Examiners from completing at the normal time 
an examination or part of an examination may with the agreement of the Institute: 

 
16.1 sit the examination in those elements in which he/she was not able to be 

examined on the next occasion when the examination is held in order to 
complete the examination; or 

 
16.2 at the discretion of the examiners, be set a special examination in those 

elements of the examination missed as soon as possible and/or be permitted 
to submit any work prescribed at a date specified by the Board of Examiners 
concerned. The special examination shall be in the same format as specified 
in the course Regulations for the element(s) missed. 

 
Eligibility for the award of a postgraduate or graduate diploma 

 
17 To be admitted to a postgraduate or graduate diploma under these regulations a 

candidate must have completed to the satisfaction of the Institute the courses taken 
as part of the programme and have satisfied the examiners in them. 

 
18 After the examiners have reached a decision, the Academic Registrar shall notify 

every candidate of the result of his/her examination. 
 



19 A diploma shall be subsequently delivered to each candidate who has been awarded 
a Postgraduate Diploma. The date of the award of the degree will be the first of the 
following dates to fall after the last element of the examination has been completed: 1 
March, 1 August, 1 November, or 31 December. 

 
 
 

Course Regulations for the Graduate Diploma in the History of Art 
 
Curriculum  
 
1 The course is structured to include 4 elements:  

One Period course 
One Topic course  
One Texts & Contexts course 
The Foundations Lecture Course 

 
Assessment  
 
2 




